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Gentlemen : 

We  are  submitting  herewith  our  report.  Economy.  Goldsboro. 
North  Carolina.   This  is  the  second  of  a  series  of  reports  leading 
to  the  development  of  a  land  use  plan  for  Goldsboro. 

It  is  our  hope  that  this  study,  as  a  part  of  the  planning 
program  for  Goldsboro,  will  provide  a  useful  guide  in  achieving  an 
orderly  and  beneficial  growth  for  the  city. 

Sincerely  yours, 

CITY  AND  TOWN  PUNNING  ASSOCIATES 
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ECONOMY 
GOLDSBORO,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

INTRODUCTION 

Goldsboro  is  a  vigorous  retail  center  and  industrial  center  located  in 
Wayne  County  in  the  midst  of  North  Carolina's  prime  agricultural  area  and 
its  economy  is  closely  related  to  these  agricultural  activities.  Goldsboro 
is  especially  strong  in  retail  sales,  and  it  is  now  the  second  ranking 
retail  center  of  North  Carolina  east  of  Raleigh,  surpassed  only  by  Wilming- 
ton,  Its  industrial  activity  is  not  presently  as  strong  as  its  retail 
activity,  but  it  is  substantial.  Almost  all  of  its  industries  reflect 
the  agricultural  base  of  the  area  through  either  use  of  raw  materials  pro- 
duced in  the  region  or  the  production  of  products  used  by  agriculture. 
Present  indications  are  that  additional  industries  which  may  or  may  not  be 
allied  with  agriculture  are  needed  in  order  to  bolster  the  economic  base 
of  the  area. 

Goldsboro  is  the  county  seat  of  Wayne  County  and  the  largest  urban  center 
within  the  county.  Thusly,  many  of  the  economic  indicators  used  herein 
use  the  covmty  as  the  basic  unit  rather  than  the  City  of  Goldsboro  alone. 
Two  factors  make  this  necessary  and  advisable.  First,  more  complete  data 
is  reported  at  the  county  level;  and  second,  many  of  the  activities  v;hich 
are  a  part  of  Goldsboro* s  economy  are  located  within  the  urban  area  of  the 
city,  but  outside  of  the  city  limits. 


MAJOR  EMPLOYMENT 

According  to  releases  by  the  Sriployment  Security  Commission,  there  was  an 
average  of  8,892  employees  covered  by  unemployment  compensation  in  Wayne 
County  during  the  year  1958,  as  shown  by  Table  I.  Of  this  number,  31,3^ 
were  employed  in  trade,  30 o 4^  in  manufacturing,  21. 75^  in  construction. 


TABI£  I 

EMPLOYMENT  AND  WAffiS  IN  WAYNE  COUNTY 
BY  MAJOR  INDUSTRY  GROUP.  19581 

Industry  Group 

Insured  Qnployment 
Monthly  Average  . 

1,929 

%   of 
Total 

21.7 

Wa«es 

%   of 
.  Total 

Construction 

$  6,041,171 

23.2 

Manufacturing 

2,700 

30,4 

7,813,719 

30.2 

Transportation 
St   Communication 

492 

5.5 

1,894,015 

7.3 

Trade 

2,787 

31.3 

7,831,238 

30.1 

Finance,  Insurance 
&  Real  Estate 

310 

3.5 

l,068,a2 

4.1 

Service  and  Other 

674 

7r6 

1,?15,562 

5-1 

Total 

8,892 

100,0 

$25,964,117 

100,0 

-^Average  of  four  quarterly  reports 
Source;  N.  C,  Employment  Secuidty  Commission 


7.6^  in  service  and  other,  5.5^  in  transportation  and  communication;  and 
3.5^  in  finance,  insurance,  and  real  estate.  Total  wages  during  the  year 
amounted  to  $25,964,117.  Manufacturing,  trade,  and  service  accounted  for 
a  smaller  percentage  of  wages  than  employees,  while  construction. 
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transportation,  and  finance  accounted  for  a  higher  percentage. 

This  table  points  out  vividly  the  strength  of  retail  sales  in  Wayne  County 
and  thusly  GkDldsboro.  Almost  one-third  of  the  employees  covered  are  in 
retail  sales.   It  also  shows  the  growth  of  the  county  by  the  high  proportion 
of  employees  in  constructiono   The  percentage  of  employees  in  manufacturing 
is  not  exceedingly  high,  but  it  is  a  substantial  portion  of  the  labor  force 6 

MANUFACTURING  DIVERSIFICATION 

Diversification  of  manufacturing  enterprises  is  important  to  the  community 
because  it  reflects  economic  stability.   If  a  community  is  highly  dependent 
upon  one  industry  or  upon  one  type  of  industry,  its  economy  is  sensitive 
to  any  fluctuations  which  may  take  place  within  this  industry. 

Table  II  is  a  composite  of  a  list  of  Wayne  County  industries  and  their 
employment  as  compiled  by  the  Goldsboro  Chamber  of  Commerce.  A  total  of 
55  industries  in  Wayne  County  are  indicated  by  this  information  with  47  of 
them  having  Goldsboro  addresses.   The  total  emplo3rment  indicated  is  2,387 
during  the  off  season  and  3>125  during  the  peak  season.   The  industries  -^th 
Goldsboro  addresses  account  for  all  except  391  \^«Dri<erso  The  high  seasonal 
fluctuation  in  employment  is  caused  by  the  seasonal  operation  of  the  tobacco 
stemming  and  redrying  enterprises. 

Goldsboro  and  Wayne  County  have  an  industrial  base  which  is  certainly  diver- 
sified.  Mo  one  industry  or  category  accounts  for  a  high  proportion  of  the 
total  employment o  This  is  a  definite  contrast  to  many  North  Carolina  cities 
vrhich  are  highly  dependent  lapon  one  industry  or  one  type  of  industry  and 


TABLE  II 

MANUFACTURERS  OF  GOLDSBORO 
AND  WAYME  COUNTY.  NORTH  CAROLINA 

No.  of  Firms  in  Employee  Range 

0-   51-   101-  251-   501- 

Industrial  Category          ^   100   2^0  ^    1000 

Agricultural  Machinery  & 

Fireplace  Furnishings        -     -     1  - 

Building  Blocks               1     -     -  - 

Cotton  Seed  Oil               -     1     -  - 

Electric  Lamp  Wires            -     -     1  - 

Food  and  Kindred  Products      13     -     1  - 

Grain  Mill  Products            /+     1     -  - 

Iron  and  Steel  Products         2     -     1  - 

Lumber                       5     -     -  - 

Newspapers  and  Commercial 

Printing                  5     -     _  _ 

Tobacco  Stemming  and 
Redrying  (during  peak 

season)                    -     -     2  -      1 

Wood  Products                 5     -     2  - 

Yam  Mills                   _     _     _  1 

Miscellaneous                JZ^    _1    _::  _z.    -Z. 

Total                      42     3     8  1     1 

Sources  Goldsboro  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina 
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are  thusly  sensitive  to  any  fluctuations  in  this  industry.   Concern  should 
be  voiced  because  of  the  high  fluctuation  of  employment.  However,  this 
fluctuation  takes  place  during  the  off  season  for  agricultural  workers  en- 
gaged in  the  production  of  tobacco  and  it  is  most  likely  that  many  of  these 
workers  are  recruited  from  the  farms  which  gives  them  an  additional  oppor- 
tunity to  add  to  their  earnings. 

The  most  interesting  aspect  of  Goldsboro's  industry  is  its  close  relation- 
ship with  the  agricultural  activities  of  the  area„  A  direct  relationship 
between  agriculture  and  forestry  is  inimediately  apparent  for  all  except  2 
firms  which  employ  more  than  50  persons.   These  firms  are  related  to  agri- 
culture and  forestry  either  through  the  use  of  raw  materials  produced  in 
the  region  or  the  production  of  products  which  are  used  in  agriculture 
or  forestry. 

CCMPOSITION  OF  ECONOMIC  AREA 

There  are  n«  true  measures  of  economic  activity  of  a  city  or  a  county*  One 
of  the  best  methods  of  obtaining  a  picture  of  the  economy  of  a  given  area 
is  that  of  comparing  it  over  a  period  of  time  with  its  neighbors  and 
examining  the  trends  of  its  relative  position  among  the  group.   State 
Economic  Areas,  as  designated  by  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  are  useful 
for  this  purpose.   Goldsboro  and  Wayne  County  are  located  in  State  Economic 
Area  No.  8  or  more  familiarly  described  as  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  which  is 
shown  in  Figure  I  on  the  following  page.   In  addition  to  Wayne,  the  Bright 
Leaf  Area  is  made  up  of  Edgecombe,  Greene,  Lenoir,  Nash,  Pitt,  and  Wilson 
Counties. 
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Figure     I 


The  population  of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  was  358,092  in  1950,  or  8„8%  of  the 
population  of  the  State.   In  1950,  Wayne  County  was  the  most  populous  county 
in  the  Bright  Leaf  Areao   Figure  II  shows  the  percentage  of  the  Bright  Leaf 
Area  for  1930,  19A0,  and  1950,  for  each  countyo  This  percentage  and  the 
trend  over  the  whole  period  indicate  how  Wayne  Coimty  should  share  in  the 
economic  indicators  which  followo  Wayne  County  contained  17c2  percent  of 
the  population  in  1930,  17.5  percent  in  19A0,  and  17,9  percent  in  1950. 
Generally  speaking,  Wayne  County  should  accoiant  for  a  proportion  of  each  one 
of  these  indices  of  this  order  and  a  rise  should  be  indicated  in  the  pro- 
portion if  Wayne  Goiinty  is  sharing  equally  in  the  economy  of  the  Economic 
Area« 

There  are  five  cities  in  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  with  population  of  10,000  or 
more  in  1950.   In  addition  to  Goldsboro,  these  cities  are  Greenville,  Kin- 
ston.  Rocky  Mount,  and  Wilson.   Goldsboro  ranked  third  in  population  among 
these  cities  -vvdth  a  population  of  21,454.   The  cities  with  a  population 
greater  than  Goldsboro  in  1950  were  Rocky  Moxint,  27,697,  and  Wilson,  23,010; 
and  the  cities  with  population  less  than  that  of  Goldsboro  were  Kinston, 
18,336,  and  Greenville,  16,724. 

The  Bright  Leaf  Area  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  areas  in  North  Carolina 
because  it  is  made  up  of  seven  counties  mth  almost  equal  population.  Six 
of  these  seven  covmties  have  an  urban  center  of  almost  equal  population 
(Rocky  i4oujit  is  in  two  counties),   Greene  County  is  the  only  county  which 
does  not  have  an  urban  center  of  this  order  and  this  is  most  likely  due  to 
its  location  which  is  almost  equi-distant  from  the  urban  centers  of  four 
of  the  other  counties.   The  distribution  of  these  urban  centers  is  unique 
in  North  Carolina  because  they  form  a  circular  pattern.   This  distribution 
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is  most  likely  a  result  of  their  being  located  in  the  center  of  one  of  the 
richest  agricultural  belts  of  North  Carolina,   These  urban  centers,  to  a 
large  extent,  are  service  centers  to  these  agricultural  activities o  Agri- 
cultural activities  are  more  or  less  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  areaj 
this  is  probably  the  reason  for  the  even  distribution  of  urban  centers.  The 
farmer  can  then  easily  reach  one  of  these  centers  from  any  location  within 
the  Bright  Leaf  Area  to  sell  his  products  and  obtain  his  needs, 

ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 

lo   Insured  Eraployment  Wages  -  During  the  seven  year  period  from  1950  to 
1957,  the  average  employment  covered  by  unemployment  insurance  in  Wayne 
County  increased  from  6,519  to  8,809,  as  shovm  in  Table  III,   However,  this 
increase  was  not  as  great  as  the  increase  shown  for  the  Bright  Leaf  Area 
because  Wayne  Covmty  accounted  for  2Q»1%   of  the  covered  employees  in  1950 
and  only  18.5^  in  1957.  Increases  in  percentage  of  total  employees  were 
shown  for  Lenoir,  Nash,  and  Pitt  and  decreases  for  Edgecombe  and  Wilson  in 
addition  to  Wayne  during  this  period,  Lenoir  County  experienced  the  greatest 
increase  in  percentage  of  employees  covered,  increasing  from  14.0/S  in  1950 
to  19.0^  in  1957.   This  is  most  likely  due  to  the  location  of  the  Dupont 
plant  at  Kinston  during  this  period.  The  2nd  Quarter  of  1958,  a  depression 
period,  shows  some  loss  of  employees  for  Wayne  and  a  slight  increase  in 
percentage  of  total  employees., 

The  percentage  of  total  wage  pajraients  and  the  average  earnings  per  insured 
worker  indicate  a  slightly  lower  wage  scale  for  Wayne  County  workers  through 
the  period  covered.   In  1950,  Wayne  County  accounted  for  20.1^  of  total  wage 
payments  as  compared  to  20.7^  of  total  employees.   The  average  weekly 
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TABLE  III 

INSURED  MPLOYMENT  AND  IVAGSES,  1950  AND  1957, 
BRIGHT  LEAF  AREA.  INCLUDING  WAYNE  COUNTY 


PART  A  -  AVERAGE  EMPLOYMENT 


..  County 

.1950 

%   Total 

.1957 

$  Total 

2nd  Quart 

er  1958 

Wayne 

6,519 

20.7^ 

8,809 

18.5$ 

8,710 

19.6$ 

Edgecombe 

6,799 

21.2$ 

8.164 

17.1$ 

7,276 

16.4$ 

Greene 

79 

0.3$ 

203 

0.4$ 

197 

0.4$ 

Lenoir 

4,450 

14.0$ 

9,007 

19.0$ 

7,903 

17,8$ 

Nash 

4,602 

14  o  5$ 

7,817 

16.3$ 

7,885 

17,7$ 

Pitt 

3,920 

12.4$ 

6,246 

13,0$ 

5,777 

13.0$ 

Wilson 

5.387 

16,9$ 

7,532 

15»7$ 

6,688 

15.1$ 

Total 

31,756 

100.0$ 

47,778 

100.0$ 

44,436 

100.0$ 

PART  B  -  : 

rOTAL  WAGE  ] 

PAYMENTS  $ 

;  (000) 

County 

1950 

%   Total 

1957 

%   Total 

2nd  Quarter  1958 

Vfeyne 

$13,663 

20,1$ 

$24,395 

17ol$ 

$6,311 

18.6$ 

Edgecombe 

14,955 

22,1$ 

24,135 

17.0$ 

5,568 

16.3$ 

Greene 

175 

=  3$ 

464 

0,3$ 

115 

»3$ 

Lenoir 

9,137 

13,5$ 

33,694 

23.4$ 

7,427 

21.6$ 

Nash 

10,255 

15,1$ 

21.702 

15.3$ 

5,644 

16.5$ 

Pitt 

8,212 

12.2$ 

16,878 

11,9$ 

4,019 

11.7$ 

Wilson 

11.325 

16,7$ 

21.403 

I5t0$ 

5.1£)3 

15,0$ 

Total 

$67,722 

100,0$ 

$142,671 

100,0$ 

$34,187 

100.0$ 

PART  C  -  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  EARNINGS  PER  INSURED  V-rORKER 


County 

1950 

1957 

2nd  Quarter  1958 

Wayne 

$40,31 

$53.26 

$55.74 

Edgecombe 

42,30 

56.85 

58.87 

Greene 

42.78 

43.93 

44.81 

Lenoir 

39.49 

71.94 

72.29 

Nash 

42.85 

53.39 

55.06 

Pitt 

40.28 

51,97 

53.52 

Wilson 

40.43 

54.65 

58.70 

Bright  Area 

Average 

$a,oo 

$57.40 

$59.20 

State  Average 

$46,77 

$61.43 

$62.43 
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wage  in  1950  was  $40,31  as  compared  to  $41o00  lor  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  as 
a  whole.   The  average  weekly  earnings  for  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  in  1950 
were  $5.77  below  the  state  average,  indicating  a  lower  than  average  wage 
scale  throughout  the  economic  area,  A  substantial  increase  in  wages  in 
Lenoir  County  during  the  period  1950  to  1957  brought  the  economic  area 
nearer  to  the  state  average.   However,  Wayne  County  wages  during  this  period 
dropped  from  $6,46  below  the  state  average  in  1950  to  $8.17  below  the  state 
average  in  1957,  in  average  weekly  earnings,   Lenoir  County  which  had 
the  lowest  average  weekly  earnings  of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  in  1950,  $39.49, 
jumped  to  $71o94  in  1957,  which  was  more  than  $10.00  a  week  above  the 
average  for  the  state. 

A  lovfer  prevailing  wage  throughout  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  as  a  whole  may  be 

due  to  the  emphasis  on  agriculture  or  it  may  be  due  to  a  lack  of  increase 

in  employment  opportunities  in  the  area  comparable  with  increases  taking 
place  throughout  the  state. 

2„   Value  Added  By  Manufacturing  -  Value  added  by  manufacturing  is  the 
value  which  is  added  to  a  raw  material  through  a  manufacturing  process  and 
it  is  one  of  the  best  measures  of  the  industrial  activity  of  an  area.   The 
Census  of  Manufacturing  for  the  years  1929,  1939,  1947,  and  1954  reveal 
that  considerable  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  value  added  by  manufac- 
turing in  the  counties  of  the  economic  area.   Figure  III  shows  the  percent- 
age of  the  total  value  added  by  manufacturing  of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  that 
each  county  accounted  for  in  each  census  year.   In  1929,  Wayne  County 
ranked  second  to  Edgecombe  County  with  22.1^  of  the  total  value  by  manufac- 
turing of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area.   In  1939,  Wayne  Coimty  was  the  leading 
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county  with  26.5^  of  the  totalo   In  1947,  Wayne  County  was  still  one  of 
the  major  industrial  centers  of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  with  19.5^  of  the 
total  for  the  area  and  second  ranking  among  the  counties o  Between  1947 
and  1954,  however,  a  considerable  change  took  place  within  the  economic  area 
and  Wayne  County  dropped  to  5th  place  in  value  added  by  manufacturing  with 
10.0^  of  the  total.  An  increase  in  Lenoir  County  during  this  period  was 
the  major  factor  which  resulted  in  this  changeo  Lenoir  County  experienced 
an  increase  in  its  share  of  value  added  from  13, 8^  in  1947  to  39.9^  in  1954o 
This  is  again  most  likely  due  to  the  location  of  the  Dupont  plant  at  Kinstono 

The  above  does  not  mean  that  industrial  expansion  is  not  taking  place  in 
Wayne  County,  it  only  means  that  Wajme  is  not  increasing  at  the  same  rate 
as  some  of  its  neighbors »  Value  added  by  manufacturing  in  Wayne  County 
increased  from  $3,080,000  in  1929  to  $10,174,000  in  1954,  vrtiich  is  a  sub- 
stantial increase o   However,  the  value  added  for  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  as 
a  whole  increased  from  $13,828,000  in  1929,  to  $101,111,000  in  1954.   Lenoir 
County  alone  experienced  an  increase  of  almost  $34,000,000  from  1947  to 
1954. 

Greene  County  has  not  been  mentioned  above  and  is  not  shown  in  Figure  III 
because  figures  were  not  given  by  the  Census  in  order  to  avoid  disclosure. 
Figures  for  years  that  were  given  indicate  that  Greene  County's  share  of 
value  added  is  less  than  \%   of  the  Bright  Leaf  total  which  is  not  vmexpected 
for  a  highly  rural  county, 

3^  VJholesale  Sales  -  In  contrast  to  value  added  by  manufacturing,  the 
changes  which  have  taken  place  in  wholesale  sales  within  the  Bright  Leaf 
Area  have  been  relatively  minor,  Wayne  County  is  one  of  the  counties 
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which  changed  position  during  this  period  as  they  increased  in  p^vsiticn 
and  share  of  wholesale  sales  of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area.  Figure  IV  shows  the 
share  of  wholesale  sales  for  each  county  of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  (Greene 
County  is  not  reported  to  avoid  disclosure).  Wayne  County  was  the  6th 
ranking  county  in  wholesale  sales  in  1929  with  1 .%  of  the  t<>tal  sales. 
By  1939,  it  had  risen  to  5th  ranking  in  share  of  sales  while  experiencing^ 
a  drop  in  its  share  to  1.2%   of  the  total.  Between  1939  and  1948,  Wayne 
increased  both  in  rank  and  share  of  total  sales  with  a  ranking  of  4th  above 
Lenoir  and  Edgecombe  and  with  V>.1%   of  the  total  sales  of  the  Bright  Leaf 
Area.  By  1954,  Goldsboro  dropped  once  again  to  5th  place  with  12.4^  -of  the. 
total  sales.  Over  the  total  period  covered,  however,,  an  increase  was  sho^^a3- 
which  indicates  a  rising  strength  in  wholessuLe  activities  for  Wajme  County, 

V/ilson  County  led  in  wholesale  sales  throughout  the  period  except  for  the 
Census  of  1939.  This  is  probably  due  to  its  central  posi.tion  within  the 
five  cities  which  would  make  distribution  of  products  -easier.  The  surpris- 
ing point  in  Wilson's  case,  however,  is  that  it  has  not  increased  its  rela- 
tive standing.  Wholesaling  activities  are  tending  towaj-d  crmcentration- 
rather  than  dispersion  and  the  reverse  of  this  trend  seems  to  be  taking 
place  within  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  because  it  can  be  noted  in  Figure  TV 
that  there  was  less  dispersion  in  1954  than  there  was  in  1929.  This  may' 
be  due  to  concentration  taking  place  outside  of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area. 

In  dollars,  Wayne  County  experienced  considerable  inci«ease  during  the 
period  1929  to  1954.  Wholesale  sales  in  Wayne  County  were  $8,960,000  in 
1929  and  $52,578,000  in  1954,  or  5.9  times  the  1929  volume.  IVholesale 
.<!ales  for  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  as  a  whole  were  $119,882,000  in  1929  and 
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Figure   H 


$423j865,000  in  1954,  or  3„5  times  the  1929  volumso   Of  course,  the  value 
of  the  dollar  has  decreased  during  this  period,  but  certainly  not  enough 
to  offset  this  rise,  lAich  indicates  a  grovdng  economy, 

4.  Retail  Sales  -  Retail  sales  are  one  of  the  brightest  spots  in  the 
economy  of  ^tJayne   County  and  Goldsboro,  as  can  be  seen  in  Figure  V«   From 
1929  to  1954,  Wayne  County  rose  from  3rd  place  to  1st  place  in  retail  sales 
in  the  Bright  Leaf  Area.  In  1929,  Wayne  County  accounted  for  16.4^  of  the 
total  sales  and  ranked  behind  Edgecombe  and  Pitt  Counties  vdthin  the  eco- 
nomic area.  By  1939,  it  had  risen  to  2nd  place  with  17.9^  of  the  total 
sales o  Pitt  County  was  still  the  leader  in  retail  sales  in  1939.  In  1948, 
Wayne  County  ranked  1st  among  the  cities  in  retail  sales  with  19.5^  of  the 
total  sales.  Between  1948  and  1954,  however,  Wayne  County  suffered  a  de- 
crease in  its  share  of  total  sales  while  still  retaining  its  number  one 
rank.  The  loss  in  share  of  retail  sales  dxiring  this  period  was  due  to 
the  sharp  rise  which  took  place  in  Lenoir  County  which  rose  from  14.2^  of 
the  total  in  1948  to  17.3^  of  the  total  in  1954. 

Goldsboro  is  the  leading  retail  center  in  Wayne  County»  Figure  VI  shows 
the  share  of  sales  tax  collections  for  cities  over  10,000  population  in  the 
Bright  Leaf  Area.  Figure  VI  shows  the  cities  rather  than  the  counties 
because:  (l)  statistics  are  available  for  retail  sales  which  are  not 
available  for  the  other  indicators  and,  (2)  the  major  portion  of  the  retail 
sales  of  the  urban  area  are  located  in  the  city  limits  which  is  not  true 
in  the  case  of  other  economic  indicators.  This  figure  covers  the  period 
from  June  1949  to  June  1959,  and  it  was  compiled  to  show  Goldsboro »s  rela- 
tive standing  among  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  cities  and  to  bring  the  data  on 
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Figure    3C 


retail  sales  up  to  the  latest  time  available o   This  figure  covers  sales 
tax  collections  for  the  cities  which  should  be  a  close  indication  of  actual 
sales ^ 

It  can  be  seen  from  this  figure  that  Goldsboro  has  become  the  leading  city 
among  the  five  major  cities  of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area,   In  1950,  Goldsboro 
ranked  2nd  to  Rocky  Mount  in  retail  sales  with  22.7^  of  the  total  saleso 
Between  1953  and  1955,  Cfeldsboro  dropped  to  3rd  place  behind  Kinston  and 
Rocky  Mount  in  its  share  of  sales  tax  collections.   In  1956,  it  regained 
2nd  place  among  the  cities  and  by  1958  it  had  risen  to  1st  place,  barely 
leading  Rocky  Mount  in  1958.  By  June  of  1959,  however,  it  had  risen  well 
past  Rocky  Mount  in  its  share  of  sales,  accounting  for  24.6^  of  the  total 
sales. 

Goldsboro* s  strength  in  retail  sales  is  unusual  when  one  considers  that 
it  ranked  3rd  in  population  among  the  5  centers  in  1950o   Its  strength  in 
retail  sales  may  be  due  to  several  factors;   (l)  the  reactivation  of  Seymour 
Johnson  Air  Force  Base;  (2)  its  parking  which  is  becoming  an  increasing 
problem,  however,  not  to  the  extent  as  in  the  case  of  most  cities;  and 
(3)  it  has  an  advantage  over  some  of  the  cities  in  that  it  is  located  on 
the  outer  extremities  of  the  five  city  area  and  cities  of  equal  or  greater 
population  range  are  some  distance  away  to  the  east  and  south.   Of  course. 
Rocky  Movint  has  this  same  advantage.  An  example  of  the  relationship 
of  location  to  competing  centers  can  be  seen  in  the  case  of  Wilson  which 
ranks  second  in  population  and  fourth  in  retail  sales  among  the  5  cities. 
A  surprising  change  which  has  taken  place  in  very  recent  years  is  the 
loss  of  share  of  retail  sales  recorded  by  Kinstonc  Since  Goldsboro  is 
one  of  Kinston' s  closest  competitors,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  part  of 
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Figure   SI 


Goldsboro's  increase  in  retail  sales  during  recent  years  is  a  result 
of  capturing  some  of  Kinston»s  sales » 

5o  Segvice  Trades  -  Service  trades  involve  services  rather  than  products o 
Examples  of  these  services  aire  personal  services  such  as  cleaners,  laun- 
dries, and  mortuaries;  business  sei^ces,  such  as  advertising  agencies, 
employment  agencies,  and  credit  bureaus;  automobile  repairs  and  other 
services;  and  amusements,  hotels,  and  tourist  courts.   In  1939  Wayne  Ckjunty 
led  the  other  counties  in  service  trades  with  22.5^  of  the  total  receipts 
from  services.  From  1939  to  1954,  Wayne  lost  in  its  relative  share  of 
selected  services  vrfiile  still  retaining  1st  place  among  the  seven  counties » 
In  1948,  it  accounted  for  only  19.5^  of  the  total  receipts  and  in  1954,  it 
accounted  for  only  18.8%.   In  dollars,  however,  it  experienced  a  consider- 
able increase  from  $680,000  in  1939  to  $3,815,000  in  1954.  Wiis  is  still 
another  case  of  Wayne  County  showing  an  increase  in  an  economic  indicator 
but  not  at  the  same  rate  as  the  remainder  of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area. 

6.  Value  of  Farm  Products  Sold  -  Agricultural  activities  are  not  normally 
considered  in  an  analysis  of  an   urban  area's  economy.   However,  the  economy 
of  Goldsboro  is  dependent  upon  agriculture  to  a  greater  extent  than  most 
urban  areas  because  it  is  located  in  a  rich  agricultural  belt  and  most  of 
its  industries  and  many  of  its  retail  outlets  are  dependent  upon  agriculture, 
Table  IV  shows  the  value  of  farm  products  sold  in  each  of  the  counties  of 
the  Bright  Leaf  Area  for  1949  and  1954,  and  the  percentage  of  total  sales 
of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  for  each  of  the  counties.  As  could  be  expected 
from  an  agricultural  area  in  which  each  of  the  counties  are  producing 
largely  the  same  types  of  crops,  there  was  little  change  in  the  relative 
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position  of  the  counties.  During  the  five  year  period  covered,  Wayne 
County  rose  slightly  in  its  share  of  the  value  of  farm  products  sold, 
from  13 o 2^  to  13.9^  of  the  total. 

The  important  point  for  consideration  is  the  dollar  volume  which  agricul- 


TABLE  IV 

VALUE  OF  FARM 

PRODUCTS 

SOLD 

FOR  THE  BRIGHT  LEAF  ARM 

County 

l%9 

%  Total 
13.2 

1954 

%  Total 

Wayne 

$  14,662,000 

$  20,108,000 

13.9 

Edgecombe 

15,U7,000 

13.6 

19,930,000 

13.7 

Greene 

11,071,000 

10,0 

15,219,000 

10,5 

Lenoir 

11,950,000 

10,8 

18,121,000 

12.5 

Nash 

18,584,000 

16,8 

20,583,000 

14,2 

Pitt 

22,220,000 

20.0 

31,343,000 

21,5 

Wilson 

17,332.000 

15.6 

20.054.000 

13.7 

Total 

110,966,000 

100.0^ 

$145,358,000 

100.0^ 

Source: 

Census  of  Agriculture 

ture  contributes  the  economic  base  of  Wayne  County,  Agricultural  sales 
were  20,108,000  dollars  in  1954  as  compared  to  10,174,000  for  value  added 
by  manufacturing  or  almost  twice  as  much.  Agricultural  sales  also  exper- 
ienced a  greater  increase  from  1949  to  1954"  Agricultural  sales  increased 
by  5,4  million  dollars  compared  to  1,1  million  for  value  added  by  manufac- 
turing.  For  the  economic  area  as  a  whole,  value  added  by  manufacturing 
increased  by  54.6  million  dollars  or  a  118%  increase  compared  to  a  34,5 
million  or  a  31^  increase  for  value  of  farm  products  sold. 
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ECOMCMIC  INDICATORS  FOR  THE  BRIGHT  LEAF  AREA 

The  trend  of  Goldsboro  and  Wayne  County  within  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  has 
been  determined  for  several  indicators  of  economic  activity.  In  order  to 
relate  the  economy  of  these  two  entities  to  the  state  as  a  whole.  Figure 
VIII  has  been  prepared.  This  figure  shows  as  a  percentage  of  the  total 
activity  of  the  state,  the  shar^  accounted  for  by  the  Bright  Leaf  Area 
of  several  economic  indicators. 

The  strength  of  the  agricultural  activity  within  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  is 
readily  apparent  from  this  figure.  Of  the  100  coiinties  in  North  Carolina, 
the  seven  counties  of  vrtiich  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  is  comprised  account  for 
almost  one-fifth  of  the  farm  products  sold  within  the  state.  This  means 
that  an  area  which  accounts  for  only  9^  of  the  state's  population  is 
realizing  almost  20^  of  the  total  value  of  farm  products  sold.   There  was 
little  change  in  the  share  of  farm  products  sold  from  1948  t<s  1954  which 
indicates  stability  in  agricultural  activity. 

The  Bright  Leaf  Area  does  not  rank  as  well  in  another  category  which  is 
usually  looked  upon  as  a  measure  of  the  economic  base  -  manufacturing. 
However,  the  area  seems  to  be  improving  in  this  indicator.   In  1939,  the 
Bright  Leaf  Area  accounted  for  only  1,9  percent  of  the  value  added  by 
raanufaoturing  for  the  state.  By  1948,  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  accounted  for 
2«8  percent  of  the  value  added  by  manufacturing  for  the  state,  and  in 
1954,  it  accounted  for  4.5  percent^   This  indicates  that  the  area  as  a 
whole  is  growing  industrially. 

The  Bright  Leaf  Area's  share  of  wholesale  sales  dropped  fran  17.1  percent 
of  the  state  in  1939  to  10,1  percent  in  1948,  and  remained  at  this  same 
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level  through  1954.   This  is  most  likely  due  to  centralization  of  whole- 
sale activities  as  mentioned  earlier  and  it  is  unlikely  that  this  trend 
will  be  reversed. 

Retail  sales  have  remained  stable  throughout  the  period  covered  with  a 
slight  decline  in  the  share  of  the  retail  sales  of  the  state.  The  Bright 
Leaf  Area  accotmted  for  9.6  percent  of  the  state »s  retail  sales  in  1939, 
9.1  percent  in  1948,  and  8.9  percent  in  1954.  This  decline  corresponds 
roughly  to  the  decrease  in  the  share  of  the  state's  population,  but  in- 
spection of  Figure  VIII  will  reveal  that  the  Bright  Leaf  Area's  share 
of  retail  sales  is  declining  slightly  more  steeper  than  its  share  of 
the  state's  population. 

Selected  services  have  also  remained  fairly  stable.  The  Bright  Leaf  Area 
gained  in  its  share  of  the  total  for  the  state  as  a  whole  from  1939 
through  1948  and  experienced  a  loss  in  its  share  from  1948  through  1954. 
It  should  also  be  noted  that  selected  services  account  for  a  lesser  share 
of  the  total  for  the  state  than  do  retail  salesc   This  may  be  due  to  the 
fact  that  selected  services  are  more  localized  than  retail  sales.   The 
Bright  Leaf  Area  has  five  large  retail  centers  v^ich  in  some  cases  are 
serving  persons  v*io  reside  beyond  the  limits  of  the  seven  counties. 
Persons  outside  of  the  Bright  Leaf  Area  may  be  patronizing  retail  outlets 
in  one  of  these  five  centers  while  obtaining  selected  services  within 
their  own  community. 
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SEIMOUR  JOHNSON  AIR  FORCE  BASE 

The  reactivation  of  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base  has  certainly  been  one 
of  the  brightest  spots  in  Goldsboro's  economy  in  recent  years.  The  tre- 
mendous growth  of  the  population  and  in  some  portions  of  the  economy 
vrfiich  has  taken  place  recently  is  primarily  a  result  of  the  expansion  of 
Seymour  Johnson. 

According  to  the  Goldsboro  News-Argus  the  annual  payroll  of  the  base  ex- 
ceeded 10  million  dollars  in  January  of  1959  and  a  16.5  million  annual 
rate  was  expected  to  be  reached  by  June,  1959.  Continued  construction  at 
the  base  indicates  tnat  more  increases  can  be  expected  to  take  place  in  the 
future.  A  payroll  of  this  order  is  certainly  significant,  especially  if 
one  considers  that  the  value  added  by  manufacturing  for  Wayne  County  in 
1954  was  only  10.1  million  dollars  and  the  value  of  farm  products  sold  was 
20,1  million  for  the  same  year. 

TRENDS  IN  EMPLOYMENT  FOR  WAYNE  COUNTY  AND  GOLDSBORO 

The  employment  and  number  of  establishments  in  manufacturing,  retail  trade, 
and  wholesale  trade  for  1929,  1939,  1948  (1947  for  manufacturing),  and 
1954  are  shown  in  Table  V.  This  table  is  introduced  to  determine  the  trend 
in  employment  within  these  important  segments  of  the  economy  for  a  period 
of  several  years. 

From  the  table  it  can  be  seen  that  manufacturing  employment  increased 
considerably  in  both  Wayne  County  and  Goldsboro  up  through  1948  and  that 
both  experienced  a  decrease  from  1948  to  1954.  Number  of  establishments, 
on  the  other  hand,  decreased  between  1929  and  1939,  then  increased 
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for  each  census  period  through  1954.  It  is  difficult  to  establish  a  trend 
from  this  information  which  would  give  a  reliable  employment  estimate  for 
1980  to  use  as  a  basis  for  determining  industrial  land  use  needs  for  plan- 
ning purposes.  Employment  estimates  are  normally  based  on  ratios  of  fore- 


TABLE  V 

EMPLOYMENT  AND  NUMBER  OF 

ESTABLISHMENTS  WITHIN  IMPORTANT 

SEOffiNTS  OF  THE  ECONOMY 

FOR  WAYNE  COUNTY  AND  GOLDSBORO 

19 

1929 

1939 

1948 

54 

Employ-  No. of 
ment     Estab. 

Snploy- 
ment 

No.  of 
Estab. 

Employ- 
ment 

No.  of 
Estab. 

Employ- 
ment 

No.  of 
Estab. 

Manufacturing 

Wayne  County  1,571    47 

Goldsboro     1,119    26 

1,833 
1,477 

34 
21 

2,901 
2,474 

56 
31 

2,728 
2,073 

70 
33 

Retail  Trade 

Wayne  County    924   449 

Ctoldsboro      737   231 

1,363 
1,089 

569 
262 

2,481 
2,044 

735 
356 

2,311 
1,828 

601 
363 

Wholesale  Trade 

Wayne  County    961    35 

Goldsboro      927    24 

642 
592 

55 
40 

939 
800 

95 
67 

902 
703 

94 
63 

J   1947  for  Manufacturing 

Source:  Census  of  Manufacturing  and  Census  of  Business 


casts  for  larger  areas  such  as  the  State  or  Nation.  Industrial  employment 
in  Goldsboro  forms  such  a  small  segment  of  any  of  these  larger  areas  that 
estimates  derived  by  these  methods  would  be  inconclusive.  One  major  in- 
dustry could  easily  double  the  industrial  employment  of  the  area. 

Goldsboro  definitely  needs  additional  industry  to  bolster  the  economic  base 
of  the  community.  In  developing  a  land  use  plan  for  the  community  one  of 
the  primary  objectives  should  be  the  selection  and  preservation  of  good 
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industrial  sites  in  order  to  attract  new  industry.  These  industrial  sites 
will  most  likely  need  to  be  much  larger  than  would  be  indicated  by  an  em- 
ployment estimate  based  on  past  trends.  Goldsboro  currently  has  underway 
a  very  active  industrial  development  program  and  some  success  has  already 
been  noted.  With  Goldsboro 's  excellent  transportation  facilities  ivhich 
serve  both  North  Carolina  ports  and  its  strategic  location  in  eastern 
North  Carolina,  even  greater  success  can  certainly  be  expected  in  the 
future. 

Employment  in  retail  activity  experienced  the  same  trend  as  industrial 
employment.  Wayne  County  retail  employment  rose  from  924  employees  in 
1929  to  2,481  in  1948  then  declined  slightly  to  2,311  in  1954.  Goldsboro »s 
retail  employment  followed  the  same  trend,  rising  from  737  in  1929  to  2,044 
in  1948,  then  dropping  to  1,828  in  1954.  The  number  of  retail  establishments 
in  Wayne  County  followed  the  same  trend  as  employment  while  the  number  of 
establishments  in  Goldsboro  increased  throughout  the  period  covered  with 
the  greatest  increase  taking  place  between  1939  and  1948.  An  increase  in 
total  sales  between  1954  and  the  present,  as  noted  in  an  earlier  section, 
may  have  resulted  in  an  increase  in  employment  which  would  cover  this 
loss.   However,  increases  in  total  sales  do  not  necessarily  mean  additional 
employees  because  of  changes  in  retailing  methods  which  have  taken  place 
within  recent  years. 

Employment  in  wholesale  actj.vities  have  fluctuated  during  the  periods  shown 
in  Table  V.  Both  Wayne  County  and  Goldsboro  had  more  employees,  961  and 
927  respectively,  in  1929  than  they  have  had  during  any  Business  Census 
year  since.  Wholesale  employment  dropped  to  642  for  Wayne  County  and  592 

-28- 


for  Goldsboro  in  1939,  then  rose  to  939  and  800,  respectively,  in  1948. 
By  1954,  wholesale  employment  dropped  once  again  to  902  for  Wasme  and  to 
703  for  Goldsboro.  The  number  of  wholesale  establishments  increased  from 
1929  through  1948  for  both  the  County  and  the  City  and  then  dropped  very 
slightly  by  1954.  With  the  present  trend  among  wholesalers  toward  concen- 
tration, additional  expansion  within  the  Wayne  County  area  in  the  future 
may  be  fairly  negligible. 

In  general,  the  major  means  of  adding  to  the  employment  base  of  Wayne 
County  and  Goldsboro  must  come  from  industrial  expansion. 

SUMMARY 

Wayne  County  and  Goldsboro  have  a  very  substantial  economic  base.  Its 
economy  has  been  linked  closely  to  agriculture  and  Goldsboro  has  served 
largely  as  a  service  center  for  the  agricultural  activity  of  the  area. 
Agriculture  has  not  grown  at  the  same  pace  as  some  other  segments  of  the 
economy  of  the  State  and  Nation,  and  thusly  the  economy  of  Goldsboro  and 
the  Bright  Leaf  Area  has  not  grown  at  the  same  pace  as  some  other  areas 
in  the  State. 

Goldsboro »s  economy,  however,  is  well  diversified  which  allows  it  to 
weather  economic  depressions.  Ae  noted  in  the  report  on  population,  there 
was  a  net  in-migration  into  Wayne  County  during  the  depression  era.  In 
the  prosperous  era  of  the  forties,  an  out-migration  was  noted. 

The  reactivation  of  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base  has  recently  bolstered 
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some  segments  of  the  economy  and  the  present  indications  are  that  growth 
of  the  Base  will  continue.  However,  more  peaceful  conditions  in  the 
world  may  someday  result  in  another  reduction  of  personnel  and  employees 
at  this  facility.  In  the  meanwhile  every  effort  should  be  made  to  bolster 
the  economic  base  before  possible  reductions  take  place  and  the  major 
means  of  doing  this  seems  to  be  in  further  expansion  of  the  industrial 
base  of  the  community. 
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